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Base
closings
delay is
sought

Congressional leaders’
plan envisions new
round in 2005.
e

By CAROLYN SK{)R\HK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A military
base closing plan sought by
President Bush would be post-
poned from 2003 to 2005 under a
plan developed by congres-
sional leaders to try to break
the logjam delaying a crucial
defense bill.

The Republican-led House
and a majority of GOP senators
oppose a new round of base
closings. However, Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld has
said repeatedly he would rec-
ommend that Bush veto the
$343 blllion defeme authoriza-

3 S| tion bill unless
Congress in-
cludes a new
round.

“Continuing
to operate and
maintain facili-
ties we simply
no longer need
1s unfair to the

RUMSFELD
taxpayer and diverts resources
that would be better applied to

our warfighters,” Rumsfeld
wrote to the leaders of the
House and Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committees on Nov 15.
“The Joint Chiefs of Staff share
this view, as does every one of
my living predecessors.”

The administration now. has
indicated it would accept a de-
lay until 2005, as proposed by
the two committees’ chairmen

Sen. Carl Levin. D-Mich.,
and Rep. Bob Stump, R-Ariz.
and their top minority mem
bers - Sen. John Warner, R-
Va.. and Rep. lke Skelton, D-
Mo.

“We'd rather have it in 2003,
but we’ll take what we can get,”
said Glenn Flood, a Defense De-
partment spokesman.

The issue has caused a
weeks-long  standoft  between
House and Senate negotiators
trying to reconcile their two
versions of the defense autho-
rization bill for fiscal 2002,
which began Oct. 1.

The Democratic-led Senate
approved one round of base clo-
sures in 2003 in its defense bill.
The Republican-led House, try-
ing to derail any base closing
plan, omitted it from its ver-
sion.

The administration estimates
one-fifth to one-fourth of base
structures could be shuttered,
freeing up $3.5 billion a year for
the nation’s war-fighting needs.

Lawmakers dislike base clo-
sures because they can devas-
tate local economies. They also
question whether the nation
has realized the savings prom-
ised from earlier closings.

The overall defense bills con-
tain many programs of impor-
tance to the military, including
5 percent across-the-board pay
raises, new housing benefits,
and money for Bush’s prized
missile defense plan — the Sen-
ate provided the $8.3 billion
Bush requested, the House $7.9
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Lawmakers look to delay
base closings until 2005

billion.

To dislodge the bill from the
impasse, the leaders of the two
committees agreed to propose a
compromise delaying the base
closings to 2005.

House Speaker Dennis Has-
tert, R-Ill, is “fine with it,” said
spokesman John Feehery, since
it was worked out by the key
lawmakers.

Although Levin and Warner
previously announced their
support for one round, Stump
had strongly opposed it, and
Skelton was at most tepid to-

ward the idea.

Rep. James Saxton, R-N.J,
who spearheaded the effort to
block new closures as chair-
man of the House Armed Ser-
vices' Installations and facili-
ties panel, said Monday he
might support the 2005 propos-
al.

“I think it’s an improvement
over doing it sooner,” Saxton
said. "My reservations remain
the same. But having said that,
I've always been a team player,
and if my leader decides this is
the way to go. I will likely be a

supporter.”

If the nation still is at war 1n
2005, Saxton said, he might try
to call off the closings, but get-
ting the defense bill passed is
more important now.

Senate conferees are to re-
view the proposal today and
House conferees Wednesday:.

Saxton and other lawmakers
cite the Sept. 11 attacks as a
reason to keep all bases open.
With a potentially limitless war
on terrorism ahead, they said,
this is no time to give up real
estate that could be impossible

LS

S

to replace if needed later.

The four previous rounds of
base closings — in 1988, 1991.
1993 and 1995 — led to the clo-
sure or realignment of 451 in
stallations, including 97 major
ones.

As in past rounds, an inde-
pendent commission would cre-
ate a list of bases to be closed
or realigned. Congress then
could approve or reject the en-
tire list — no changes allowed

and the president then
would sign or veto the entire
list, with no changes.
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Answers
to taxing
questions

Enid News & Eagle staff wrters
Robert Bamron apd Tania Ward
posed nine questions on the
Eisenbower Elementary School
sales tax ballot issue to local officials
who helped design and promote the
plan up for voter approval Tuesday.

Following are questions and
tesponses as presented by: Kem
Keithly, superintendent of Enid
Public Schools; Todd Earl, head of
the cilizens commitiee promoting
the school tax; Jon Blankenship,
president of Greater Enid Chamber
‘of Commerce; Mike Cooper, former
Enid mayor and member of Vance
Development Authiority; and Karen
Heizer, Eisenhower principal.

1. Why only Eisenhower? Why
not expand the tax and raise
money for several other Enid
schools also in poor condition?

Todd Earl: Timing. Because of
the likelihood of the appointment of
another BRAC commission, we
must act on the needs at Eisenhower

An Eisenhower Elementary School teacher props opert the door to 1 i)orinble classrogm sq ot}
tan circulote through 1he bullding while the students are doing their classwork. (Staff Phot by?
!

See ANSWERS, Puge A7~ CHRIS LANDSBERGER)
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in order to eliminate a demerit at
Vance. This is the only remajning
demerit upon which the citizens
of Enid can act at this time,
Anything that we would choose,
a5 a community, to do after the
date of the appointment of the
BRAC commissioners will not be
considered as they make deci-
sions about the fucure or our mil-
itary jnswallations.

JTon Blankenship: Tt would have
been our preference to include
-Eisenhower in a comprehensive
sthionl bond issue, but we couldn't
afford to wail with a potential base
closure round upon us. Improving
the condition of Eisenhower has
already been identified as the top
priority by the Enid Public Schools.
There is no question that many of
our schools need capital improve-
ments. Additional school improve-
ment priofities are being ¢stab-
lished by the Enid Public Schoals
~with the assistance of a comprehen-
sive iodependere. study by Total
Program Managerient.

2. Is the hase closing threat
just an excuse to push through
this tax and school project? If
Vance is so efficient, why would
the Air Force ever cousider clos-
ing it? '

Mike Cooper: Base closure is a
reality, not a threat. Congress will
decide this week if it will be in
2003 or 2005. When base closures
started in ] 988, we had five oraining
bases. We have closed two and cou-
linue to downsize. We have closed

..l the bad ones. All the remaining
bases arc excellent. That's why the
competition is ‘tougher. The main

-issue this time will be consolida-
tion. )

Jon Blankenship: Quality-of-lifc
issues were important in the last
base closure round, but they are
;going to be critical this time
around. The ooly thing that is with:
in Enid’s control is improving the
quality of life that directly affects

- -military personnel. Eisenhower is
the top quality-of-life issue, and it
makes no sense ot to improve the
condition of the school now. There
is too much at stake. Vance Air
-Force Base employs 2,500 people
and has a 3200 million impact
annually,

Todd: Barl: The need for pilots
remains critical. but jt would be

“irresponsible to assume that Vance
is immune to the possibility of clo-
sure. Vance is highly efficient and

ANSWERS

‘fentinued from Page Al

should be retained because of its
outstanding service to the nation.
Bt like other processes, the BRAC
commission is not immune from
becoming politicized. Let's not
give the commission an excuse to
close Vance when it can be easily
resolved. .

3. Why wasn’t this done four
years ago after BRAC identfled
Eisenhower as a problem? Why
walt yntil another BRAC round
is almost upop vs?

lon Blankenship: Improve-
ments at Eisenhower were made as
part of a Jarge bond issuc that
passed in 1997. At that time, the
school system priorities were roof
replacement, electrical improve-
ments and computers for many
schools in Enid. :

We iuitially thought we could -

wait to include the additional
Eisenhower jmprovements in a
future school bond. However, it
became increasingly clear that
waiting would cause the
Eisenhower upgrade to be too
late.

Kem Keithly: Eisenhower
received some im ents from
the October 1997 bond issue.
However, priorities had been estab-
lished for roof replacement, new
wiring, technology and other needs.
We did not know that another
BRAC could be possible in 2003

‘until late spring of 2001. Our facil- -

itiés were in the process of being
evaluated by TPM at that time. It is
strietly a matter. of timing as we are
preparing to develop priorities for
all schools from the TPM report

Eisenhower had to be addressed__.

SOoner.

4. Why use a dity sales tax to

Bﬂy for school improvements?

sually property .tax pays for
school buildings.

Mike Cooper: The state law was
created last year to allow for it It's
a different method.

Jon Blankenship: Traditional
bond financing would not be cost
efficient for this project. The legal
fees and financing cost on a wadi-
tional school bond don’t make
sense for a $700,000 project. Alsd,
this is not just a single school
improvement issue. It is a huge
economic development issue that
affects Enid  and  morthwest
Oklahoma. It makes sense for peo-
ple in the entire wrade area to help
pay the cost.

5. If BRAC didn’t exist and
the future of Vance were secure,
would Elsenhower still be the top
priority for school improve-
ments?

Jon Blankenship: Yes. Whep we
took a tour of Enid schools recent-
ly, Eisenhowdr was clearly the
school most {1 need of capital
improvements,  Children ~ at
Eisenhower ase in old, portable
classrooms every year from Kinder-
garten through sixth grade. Without
a BRAC round and a sense of
urgency about Vance, Eisenhower
would be included jn an inilial
school bond proposal that begins to
boing all of our:schools to 215t cen-
try standards.

Todd Earl: It is unlikely, in the
scenario that BRAC did not exist
apd the future df Vance was secure,
that a single school would be iden-
tfied as the sole priority. Most like-
ly, under that.scenado, a school
bond/sales tax |nitiative addressing
the top priorities at several of our
district’s facilities would be pro-
posed. Becaus¢ BRAC exists, we
must address this identified need in
order to position ourselves to
address other facilities needs in our
communiry.

6. Wl this renovation actual-
ly solve the bullding problems at
Eisenhower, or It this just an
$830,000 Band-Aid that will
require more extensive work in a
couple of years?

Todd Eacl: This renovation will
bring Eisenhower to 21st century
standards for instuctional facilities.
This solution to the long-term
needs of Eisenhower is being pro-
posed at approximate]y half of the
original estimated cost due to oper-
ational changes recommended by
the Board of Education. This plan
will also accommodate future
expansion of the school should that
become necessiry.

Karen Heizer: The renovation.

plan will solve the curmrent and
immediate needs at Eisenbower

Eleroentary school if some of the'

special education programs are
shared with other schools thar cur-
rently have emply classrooms. This
cumpaign is not another Band-Aid
treatment. What we have now is the
Band-Aid, and it is falling apart.
Tlus newly proposed renovation
would support & single classroom
per grade level. In the past five
years, Eisenhower school's popula-
tion oscillated inconsistently from

VANCE AFB OK
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10| 240} swdents due 1o the
mability of fhe militaty,

the Elsenhower jssue
ape the already high
sales tax raje in Knjd? Is the sales

apn existng tax. The
§ tax rate will not
increasd. THe extension will begin
in Apri)i200R and will expire when -
$700,000 is|collected, but no later

than Dec. 3, 2002. This sales tax

will expire dbout the same time as ..
the one~guaifer percent sales 1ax for -
streets and r@ads, Thus, Enid’s sales .-
tax rate] wopld go down pne-half*
percent fat thys tirme next year. :

[

8. Ifi;‘:n itions at Elsenhower':_z g
school gre sp important to Vance, *

overall | salj

why has th¢ Air Force not taken
a public stpnce in favor of this
Inap!

Todd The Air Force, slong
with other bfanches of the military,

can neither [ support nor publicly
oppose ny fuestion put before the

vOwers. |

~ Miké¢ Qooper: Col. Doug
Raaberg, th¢ wing coramander at
Vance, Wwas [at the chamber plan: -
ning méeunf and said that educa- .
ton jsstes Were going to be impor- -
rant. |

Elsenbgwe
plaining loudly for years?

ar}: Eisenhower pareqts,
zred some complaints, -
families generally
Such a shom duration
that organifed support for the
improvements has not developed.
Furthermnord, the administration
and rteaghery at Eisenhower, as in
our othet schpols, have done a great
job of njakirlg the present facilities
as efficiént 2 possible. It is time w
repay thbse dfforts.

Jon BJ ship: Military fami-
lies are in Enid for short pen-
ods of {ime|and do not have the
opportuity $o organize support for
such improvgments, We have had
concetng abdul the condition of the
school exprefsed by military fami-
lies and pthief parents that have chil-
dren arendihg Eisenhower It is
unacccpgble to have children at

apy school iy portable classrooms
every year| from kindergarten
through Sixtl] grade.
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Ex-POW says America

2136376

came back stronger
from Vietnam War

By Scott Fitzgerald
Staff Writer

Love of country, which retired
Brig. Gen. Robinson Risner sees
now in America's response, to
recent terror attacks, aroues

memories of his time in captivity.

with his comrades as prisoners of
war in Vietnam.

“We came back better people.
We were stronger, better persons.
We were more patriotic and had
more trust in God,” said Risner, a
retired U.S: Air Force pilot who
was inducted into the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame in 1974 for his
accomplishments during a distin-
guished military career.

Risner was guest speaker
Thursday at ao Air Force
Association dinner in association
with Vance Daedalians at the
Vance Club,

In September 1965, Risner
was shot down piloting a F-105
fighter bomber over North
Vietnam. He was flying a few
hundred feet above ground-leve]
at more than 500 mph as he tried
to stay below radar.

As fire erupted on the ajregyft,

Risner prepared 1o eject.
“That was a wonderfu] engine

that suddenly got indigestion,”
he told the audience.

The distinguished comman-
der, whose picture graced the
cover of a 1965 issue of Time
magazine, narrowly escaped

death when one of his armed cap-
tors aimed a Joaded and cocked
handgun at Rismer as he was
taken into captivity.

During a Gl-year period of

captivity, Risner was in solitary .

confinement for four years.

“People later asked, ‘How did

you make it?’ It was purely faith
in God and love of country,”
Risper.said.

During the end of his captivi-
ty, when he was allowed 10 join
with other American POWs,
Risner said he learned unity
equals strength,

He and the other American
prisoners held church services
every Sunday during their captiv-
ity in a Hanoi prison. They began
each service reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance.

“We were warmned there would
be more torture, less food and more
sobtary confinement if we contin-
ued our services,” Risner said.

But each of the prisoners
elected to continue the services
in spite of the warnings.

And, soon they began one of
their services singing the nation-
al anthem. 3

“Then came the words 1o ‘Thé
Star Spangled Banner' in down-
town Hanoi. I never felt so strong. I
felt nine feet tall and going bear
bunting with a swich. 1 wish you
could have heard it. When the chips
are down, you see how America
responds,” Risner said,

“Brig. Gen. Robinson Risner, a retired Air Force pilot indu
Fame, is shown In this file photo. Risner recalled his days ds o

over North Vietnam In 1965 af the Air Force Associaf
Thursday.

VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, Dedember 7, 2001
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- Voteyes Tuesday
\'for the future of Enid

There are a lot of reasons to

. vote YES on Dec. 11. If you

believe we have a responsibility

to the children of our communi-
ty to prowde them with a good "

education in a safe env:mnment,
YES should be your vote, If you:s.
believe that Vapce Air Force - %
Base is an important part of the ¥,
economic security of this com-
munity, YES should be your ~ “.
vote. If you believe that we )
should be working togetherto |
resolve problems and builda - .2
better future for all our familie
and businesses, YES will be

& e i

S E

I can think of vo better way
to provide the improvements
_needed 1o demonstrate that we
support the families at Vaonce,
just as we support families fro
this community. Vance Air -
Force Base has provided Enid
with many opportunities: eco-
nomic, educatonal, and cultu
In order to continue our murtual
-1y beneficial relationship, we
must all get behind the plan to
improve the facilities at R
Eisenhower Elementary Schools:

Please take the time to vote
Dec. 11, and vote YES for our
future. &

. Bert Mackie: .

Tax vote.an economic
isstie for al] a

Please get it ind vore “yes"
Tuesday for exteriding the sales

Tax: for a few months. -

This is an economic issue: fqr-- (g
us all. We must do everything to ¢
make Vance untouchable when-- -+ .
the next BRAC round comes, 4nd
Eisenhower schno] is amost wta.l
step. . :

Too many stay-at-homes could
cost us our air base, Please make h
it a point to vote for a pDSlllve S
*futtte - '

Doug Fran
Mayor of Emd e

VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, December 9, 2001 .

]

.ge

PAGE @8

of 1
Al5




12/18/2881

13:12 2136376

Eisenhower tax vote
ralses some guestions

1 have some questions on the
tax vote for Tuesday.

How many of the kids at
Eisenhower are actually Air
Force kids? I know there are
several that live in our neigh-
borhood that.go to Hoover.

Is all this renovation at
Eisenhower going to solve a prob-
lem or just move the problem to;-,,
other schools? 1 have heard that= £
there will be portable classroomb.:
moved to other schools to help 35;2’
accommodate some of the hand{:
capped kids that are going to be-y
moved around, although the
porables are supposed 10 be one-
of the things being alleviated by::
the tax vote. : ot

Will building new class- -
rooms solve any of the termit&-w
problems at Bisenhower or wilk’
the termites just start eating the_, |
new school? The termites at opig
school are bad enough they =¥
were swarming in a classroome
with students in it one spring. -
realize that some of the smdcm
at Bisenhower are not there faf &}
the duration because they are ? &%
Air Porce and move, but somer&
are there for longer. iy

Our PTA helped fund our
school’s computers, air condig
tioners, playground equipmenfi¥u
and many other expensive . §
items. If the PTA hadn’t helped ;.

with these, our school would be} .
lacking in lots of areas. All 1 5 ‘

want is for my kids to have the % .
same advantages as everyone
else, and T don’t know whether ¥
all that money going to help * :
Eisenhower is appropriate. - & .
1 do support Vance and feel it 4
is very important to our commu- *
nity, but just because this one 1 ¢
thing passes doesn’t mean anothei
one will pass in future years that;:

would help other schools. N

On another note, if Oldahoma
would pass a Jottery, Jo% much-

money would go to'edfication that

would benefit all schools in the
state? T bet it would be a lot. j_
Brenda Poplin

Enid

-

 Enid must Iearn to profit
from mistakes of the past

_ The sales tax vote for -
El‘st':nhowcr school Dec. 11, is
critical for our economic we]l.
being. Vance employs 2500
people and has a $200 milljon -

-impact on Enid. @
_ muﬁgth another base closure
coming, the risk o i
. Vance Air Force Base is g;smg
]ls.llpgrading Eisenhower I )
 Elementary School will help us. .
{ip the all-im e,
;[ process! portant bese S
" Aone-quarter cent sales tag.
extension (no dded tax) fzrt i
~about seven months s a cheap .
price 1o pay when weighed .’
_against the incredible cost to .
- our economy of a Vance clo- 5
sure. [
No one thought C in |
would close thcgreﬁnzri'tym Eém 3
years ago...or that Uniop quty’

JTS

-would ever leave Enid.. but they

are both no longer here.
Leamn from our miistakes:
Vote Yes for Eisenhower. (s
John L. Cromwell, Chirmis
Garfield County In&j.ls tri]
Altthority

VANCE A¥B OK
The Enid News & Eagle, Degember 8, 200]
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Glenn Miller Holiday Concert

8 3Hvd

that Montgomery has not one

but several outstanding vol-
unteer concert musical ensem-
bles? Our city is very lucky to
have so many people who want
to share their musical talent
through a variety of musical
troupes.

The Montgomery Chorale

I s anyone else as amazed as |

- presented its Christmas concert

on Sunday and the Montgomery
Symphony Orchestra will once
again ring in the holidays with
seasonal concerts next Sunday
and on the following Tuesday.

Tuesday evening, the Recrea-
tors and the Capitol Sounds Con-
cert Band added a bit of nostal-
gia to the holidays with a
muslcal program in tribute to
Glenn Miller, the famed Big

‘Band leader of the 1930s and

1940s.

During the early 1940s, Miller
— famous for “Moonlight Sere-
nade,” “In the Mood,” “String of
Pearls,” and other favorite tunes
— was stationed at what was
then called Maxwell Field. As-
signed to the Eastern Fighter
Command, he became active in
the base’s band and helped orga-
nize a holiday show, which was
broadcast on radio throughout
Alabama and neighboring states.

For the last 20 years, the city
of Montgomery has joined Max-
well Ajr Force Base in pres-
enting a recreation of that radio
show as a free gift to the resi-
dents of the area. In the past, an
Air Force band dressed in period
uniforms presented the concert,
but as an alternative this year,
the two local bands were invited
to participatg.

Formed in 1974 under the aus-
pices of the Montgomery Parks
and Recreation Department to
presarve and perform Big Band
swing music, the Recreators in
their red jackets saluted the holi-
days In musical style. So well-
known is the band, Larry O’Bri-

. en, the current leader of the

Glenn Miller Orchestra, often
recognizes the Recreators when
his troupe performs in the Ala-
bama and Florida areas.

recreates war radio

Walt Hines is president of
the band and Bill Bigham is the
vice president. Stan Gregory is
treasurer; Gil Jennings is as-
sistant treasurer; Ken Sterns is
secretary; Al Howey, Cecil Pre-
Scott, Lew Simons and Don
Sims are section leaders and Ce-
cil is also the chief music arrang-
er.

Ken and Al are also members
of the Starlighters, the band's vo-
cal ensemble. Singing with them
are Su Dawson, Barbara How-
ey, and a vocalist well-known to
Montgomerians, Susan Har-
Wwood. A city native, Susan now
splits her time here and in Con- -
necticut, and is fondly remem-
bered for her numerous vacal
Presentatjons and for her co-
‘hdsting duties with Dr. Sam on
their Jong-running morning ra-
dio show on Mix-103.3,

Organiz_ed as the Montgom-
ery Community Concert Band in
1970, the Capitol Sounds Band
changed its name almost two
years ago and continues to pres-
ent frée public concerts to sup-
.port the city, county, state and
military communities. Also
sponsored by the city’s depart.
ment of Parks and Recreation,

show™

" the band performs regularly.

Gene Moseley was the an-
nouncer for both musical pro-
grams.

Before the concert, Lt. Gen.,
Donald Lamontagne, com-
mander of Air University, and
his wife, Karen, and Montgom-
ery's mayor, Bobby Bright, and
his wife, Lynn, welcomed spe- .
clal guests to a reception in the
Montgomery Visitor Center in
Union Station. A tempting array
of hors d’ceuvres was offered
throughout the center, then
Buests were transported by
trolley to the Civic Center,
where the concert wag pres-
ented. During intermission, the
same guests were invited into
the River Room for dessert and

coffee,
MAXWELL AFB, AL
Montgomery Advertiser, 10 Dec 01, 12G
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David Alan Planchet Staff

Lt. Gen. Donald Lamontagne talks with Cheryl and Clinton
Carter and Judge Sally Greenhaw during the Glenn:Miller
Christmas Concert pre-party at Maxwell Air Force Base.

David Alan Planchet Staff

Wing Commander Col. Fran Martin talks with Ray Dun-
woody and Lt. Gen. Donald Lamontagne at the Glenn
Miller Christmas Concert pre-party.

MAXWELL AFB, AL
Montgomery Advertiser, 10 Dec 01, 12G cont.
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Speclal to the Advertiser

Before entering Radio Cify Music Hall, Elizabeth Via
Brown, Mary Lou. Brown, Gloria Rawlings and Ginny Cum-
bus stop for a picture taken by Nancy Bradford.

Elizabeth Via Brown Special to the Advertiser

MAXWELL AFB, AL
Montgomery Advertiser, 10 Dec 01, 12G cont.
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Felt at home

To the people of Wichita
Falls, Texas! s

Just wanted to send a
short letter of appreciation.
Our son . is serving at
Sheppard Air Force Base in
your town and he is 2,000
miles from home. I woke up
on Thanksgiving morning
counting my blessings and
giving thanks for my wonder-
ful husband, children, family
and friends. Then I started to
worry about our son in your

town as he would be spend- -

ing. his first Thanksgiving

82 TRW PUBLIC AFFAIR

away from bome. I spoke
with our son that morning
and he told me about
“Qperation Thanksgiving,”
where the people ‘of your
town take an airman into
your homes and share your
holiday with- these young
men and women. This act of
love, Christianity and caring
filled my heart with joy and

- gratitude! I stopped worry-

ing about our son being so
far  from home and be
agsured me that he had a
wonderful holiday! s

So thank you, Wichita
Falls, and may God bless you
all!

- _ 'Carnelfilxs, Oregaon

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 9 Dec 2001, Page 7B
Email: www.tmonline.com

Conﬁie McCord.-
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Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
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Sheppard Fisid's firs Verilcies ai6iig with the department's officers are pictured in this 1941 photo.
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Times Recc;rtil'News

all civilians — posed in front!
of shiny mew fire trucks in!
front of a Sheppard Field fire
station.

- There is no young bravado °

among them. Their faces are
lined with middle agg, too old
"a badge of ¢ourage and horor
their country during World
Warll, ¢l

Air Force firefighters
manned the department after

Force base in 1948, and even-

tually civilian and military '

firefighters. joined forces to
work side by side, .. .
But today its civilian her-
itage'is coming full circle, as
the 16 Air Force members of

the 78-man department pre- -

pare to leave Sheppard. for

good. The Sheppard Fire

Department  will become an
all-civilian force by March
2002, said Sheppard Fire Chief .
Jeff Sukalski said. .

Lester Lee Rose, who died. |
in 1950 at the age of 53, was °

among those to first don the

‘Sheppard fire uniform.

His son, Dale Rose of
Wichita Falls, was fresh out of
high school and was joining
up with the rest of the young

bucks sparked by Pearl Har- -

bor and America’s entrance -
into World War -IT. The 1941
photographs, curled at' the
edges and yellowed with time,
are treasured memories of a
father he lost too early. :
~“Heg'd been 3 farmer all his
life,” Rose said. “He was older
than the draft age, so he was
one of the first they hired.”
The early department was
equipped with the latest fire-

82 TRW PUBLIC AFFAIR

: fighting -equipment available
at the time, said Don “Tiny”.

i SR » i ) fire-
Sixty years ago, 30 men — ?riswell, who spent his

ighting career, first at the
Wichita Falls Fire Depart-
ment from 1857 to 1967, and
then at Sheppard before retir-
ing in 1989. S
Back then, the city was
using a manual pull station

' - . mounted on a telephone pole. -
to go off to war. Yet they Wore | 4 noard located at the fire sta-

that was their way of serving jﬁfﬁmmﬁiﬁogmss was

broken, you pulled the alarm
apd the sound wag transmit-
ted to a fire alarm telegrapher

the war when the Army Air - 2 each fire station.

Corps field became an Air

Sheppard’s system was
more advanced, incorporating
a telephone mounted on a
pedestal on tbe flight line.
There was a sound power unit

in ‘the alarm room that was
answered by a dispatcher. The
person -initiating the alarm
would tell’ the alarm room
_operator the box nuimber and
* location of the fire and crews
were then -dispatched to the
scene. S s

The firefighters’ crash suit
went through a. transforma-
tion in the early to mid-1970s.
The suit used since the early
‘40s was made.out of 80 per-
cent asbestos with a silver-col-
ored aluminum outeér-layer
and a quilted inner layer.

The suit enabled. firefight-
ers to battle ‘aircraft crash
fires that generated .intense
heat and flames. “The silver
deflected the heat-and the
asbestos acted as a buffer,”
Criswell said. The silver hood-

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 10 Dec 2001, Page 2B
Email: www.tmonline.com

ed helmet contained a 24-
karat gold faceplate that
deflected heat off the face.
Hunter said he was issued
an asbestos suit when he was
first assigned to the Freder-
ick, Okla, Auxiliary station.
“Then better technology start-
ed coming around,” Hunter
sald. . : _
But,- doing away with
asbestos inthe suits cut back
on the amount of-heat fire-
fighters could withstand,
said Sheppard’s deputy fire
chief Master Sgt. Rod-Ryalls.
«The old.suit could take
- 3,000 degrees, it’s 2,200 now,”

< he said.

The - astronant:style hel-
‘met has been scaled back
today to a.hardhat helmet,
used for both_structure and
crash fires. It .has a silver
. flap attached to tiie back that
" protects the ears): neck and
shoulders. Today’s smaller
faceplate still has gold in it
to deflect the intense crash
fires. . S

“The problem with the
hoods was they allowed fuel
vapors to come up from the
bottom and flash and ignite

inside the protective gear’

Hunter said.

Those assigned to fight
structures and, those that
responded to crashes used to
work independently of each
other. Today, they share the
main. firehouse, while Sta-
tion No. 3 — a former Strate-
gic Air Command under-
ground alert bunker called
“the mole hole” — and the
Frederick station are strictly
aircraft crash response sta-
tions. .

“In his early career at

Vi

PAGE

83



12/18/26881

19:58 19486764245

82 TRW PUBLIC AFFAIR

Qary Lawson/Times Record News

Jlm Pettl]ohn holds the bu!ky helmet that Bass.The old sult, comprised of aluminum-
goes with the crash bunker gear once . and asbestos, was heavy and cumber-
worn by firefighers at: Sheppard Air Force some but very affectlve in Intensa flres. -

“Sheppard, Hunter said it was

alot of work due to the-abun-,

dance of wooden structures
and smdking inside t_he facﬂ-
itles. *°

. “Fire protbctlntr has Eome '

a long way;; we ‘staged very
_busy," te sald®

ot Ryalls said the ratlo ‘of
civilian and military fire-

" fighters until recently was

about 50-60. With the plan to
go to an allcwlhan force,
whichis-95 perbent complete
‘the numbers: are. dwmdhng
‘quickly %

“The fire department and
security forces sguadrons
are swapping military and
civilian  authorizations,”
Smith said. “Security forces
are becoming all military.

.To make that happen ’
Sm1th sa,ld -AETC is moving"

" the security forces’ civilian
ppsnmns to the fire depart-
ment and the military slots
are being added to the secu-

- rity forces. Sheppard’s. mili-

tary firefighters, including
Ryalls, will be transferred to
bases “that have a higher
deployment tasking,” Smith
sald.
‘8o, like tlf'e 1941 Sheppard
Field, the cfvilians are stay,
ing behind to continue the
mission of protecting the
base and its pilots: Sukalski

said many of -the opes with §

military rank would eventu-
ally find their way b.a'c}‘{ﬁ_‘- 4
“Ninety-five.- percent  of
the guys we hire are former
military” he said. “It’s the
lifestyle they like. They just

take off one suit and put on
~another.”

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas

| the father of IocalWWI '

pletured In this 1941 pho‘tb'
The all-clvlnan force lnclud—l;’?'

eran Dale Ross. ..

Times Record News, 10 Dec 2001, Page 2B

Email:

www.trnonline.com
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